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Have you wondered what the humanities
are? Technically, they cultivate an under-

standing of our history and culture. If you look
at the array of activities of the Nebraska Hu-
manities Council, you will be impressed with
all of its programs.

Each summer the big tent is set up to present
the Chautauqua. This year the theme is “Bright
Dreams, Hard Times: America in the Thirties.”
Outstanding scholars will portray leading fig-
ures of this very difficult time. It opens in Falls
City June 25 and moves to Hastings July 2. The
audience has a chance to ask questions of the
speakers, who respond in character and then as
scholars. Scholars also meet with area school
children. It is both fun and educational.

Another humanities program is Capitol Forum.
Selected high school students and their teachers
come to the State Capitol to learn about and
discuss international issues. Our state officials
and Congressional delegation are very coopera-
tive in this effort. It is a great opportunity for
our potential future leaders to engage in discus-
sion with our elected officials.

Last fall, the Governor’s Lecture in the Humani-
ties was held at the Joslyn Museum in Omaha.
The featured speaker was noted historian
Michael Beschloss. The event was a sellout. Be
sure to save Sept. 18, when David Gergen will
present this year’s Governor’s Lecture at the Lied
Center for Performing Arts in Lincoln.

Before the Beschloss address, an important pre-
sentation was made. The coveted Sowers Award
was presented to Chuck Trimble. This award is

umanities events impress
by educating and honoring

By Don Pederson, Chair, Nebraska Humanities Council

H

for outstanding service to the humanities. Chuck
has led the way to a greater understanding of
the Indian people. A Lakota Sioux, Chuck was
instrumental in the production by Opera
Omaha of “Wakonda’s Dream.” He was most
deserving of this award, as was last year’s recipi-
ent, Ted Kooser, the U.S. poet laureate from
Garland, Neb.

Beschloss, the author of the best-selling book
“Presidential Courage,” drew upon events in the
lives of presidents when they had to make a mo-
mentous decision that had the potential to dam-
age their presidency and career. The duty of the
office places great burdens on presidents.
Abraham Lincoln pursued an unpopular civil
war. He believed it was his duty to keep the
country together. He also decided that slavery
must end. Lincoln was certain that his seeking
these goals would doom his re-election. And,
had it not been for General Sherman’s victory in
Atlanta, which turned the tide of the war, he
was probably right.

Mississippi became a grave problem for Presi-
dent Kennedy. If he took a strong position on
civil rights, he risked a strong likelihood of the
South turning against him. The South was his
strength in the presidential election. Ultimately
he determined that he had no choice but to
take a stand on the race issue regardless of the
political consequences.

The Humanities Council is pleased to bring
these lectures to enhance our understanding of
our history and culture.
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This evening I thought I would talk about the book that I pub-
lished just a few months ago called “Presidential Courage,” which

is about 200 years of American history. What I try to do is look at
moments in history where this country was essentially saved by hav-
ing a courageous president, someone who was willing to give up, if
necessary, at a crucial moment, his popularity or his reelection or, in
some cases, even his life.

One reason I wrote it was I have two boys
who are 13 and 11, and they do not have the
good fortune of living in Nebraska. If they
grew up in the political culture of Nebraska,
I wouldn’t worry about them a bit. Instead
they’re growing up in the political culture of
Washington, D.C., which, these days, is a
very dark place in many ways. You can very
easily grow up thinking that people who are
in national life throughout American history
have operated from polls and raising money
and wanting to stay in office, and stay and
stay and stay. I wrote this to show that if you

go through the last two centuries and delete presidents who were
willing to put themselves on the line, many of us would not be here.

The book opens in August 1795 with George Washington, and Wash-
ington is at Mt. Vernon. Washington is in his study, and there’s a
thunderstorm—lightning, biblical rain coming down—and the dove-
of-peace weather vane is spinning on his red roof. It’s nighttime, and
Washington is a very different Washington from the one that we nor-
mally think of. He is tortured, and he is angry, and he is depressed.
And the reason is something he has brought on himself.

Michael Beschloss delivered the 12th Annual Governor’s Lec-
ture in the Humanities October 2 at the Joslyn Art Museum in
Omaha. His comments follow, in edited form.

residential CourageP
By Michael Beschloss

Continued next page

Gov. Dave Heineman introduces Michael Beschloss.
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Nearing the end of his presidency, Wash-
ington became convinced there was a very
great chance the British were going to in-
vade the United States and fight us once

again. He knew
that our military
could not resist
that,  so he felt
that there was a
very real danger
that the British
would conquer
this country, and
the United States
would have been
a brilliant experi-
ment that died at
the age of about
12 or 15 years.
He thought that
the only way to
save the country
was to conclude a
treaty with Brit-
ain. He sent John
Jay to London. Jay
came back with a
treaty that Wash-
ington supported.
Washington made

it public. Americans were irate.

It was full of all sorts of provisions they
found humiliating. They were saying, “Why
do we have to make concessions to the Brit-
ish? We just won the Revolution a few years
ago.” And they made their feelings known.
They wrote to Washington saying, “You
should be impeached.” Some wrote him say-
ing, “You should be assassinated.” Others
said, “Are you some kind of British agent?
Have you been bribed?” And it was even
worse for John Jay when he got back. Jay
was burned in effigy all over the United
States. He had a pretty good sense of hu-
mor about it. Jay said, “I could walk the

length of the United States at night merely
by the light of all my burning effigies.”

So life was hard, and Washington was
heartbroken because this was someone who
was used to everyone loving him. He’d been
elected twice unanimously to the presi-
dency. He was accustomed to walking into
a room, and little children’s faces would
light up, and people would sing a song called
“The Hero Who Unites All Hearts.” Now a
lot of that was gone. When George Wash-
ington left the presidency, a substantial
number of Americans were unhappy with
him. Many of them hated George Wash-
ington. And Martha Washington attributed
Washington’s premature death two years
after he left the presidency to Washington’s
heartbreak over that sudden, almost instan-
taneous withdrawal of public affection.

So why did he do it? If he had modern-day
political consultants, they might have said,
“You’re nearing the end of your presidency.
You’re as popular as you were when you
came in. Why not leave this for your suc-
cessor? Why take all this on?” But Wash-
ington was a different person from that; he
was a statesman. He knew that he was the
only human being with the stature in early
America to get Americans to accept this very
unpleasant treaty that many of them found
so humiliating. He was absolutely right
because even with Washington’s support, it
barely made it through the Senate.

But more than that, I think that Washing-
ton was trying to send a message to his suc-
cessors. He knew that when he served as
president, everything he did was setting a
precedent for everyone who would follow
him in the Executive Mansion. I think that
in taking on this big issue over Jay’s Treaty
that made him so unpopular, he was trying
to tell his successors: “Being president is
not just about cutting ribbons and being
popular. You may at a certain moment en-
counter an issue that is so important, so

Michael Beschloss

Continued from page 3
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Washington was trying to send
a message to his successors. He
knew that when he served as

president, everything he did was
setting a precedent for everyone who
would follow him in the Executive

Mansion. ...Washington was
inventing what I call
presidential courage.

overwhelming, that, like me, you may have
to put your popularity on the line and suf-
fer.” And so in doing that, I feel that George
Washington was inventing what I call presi-
dential courage.

I won’t run through all the nine presidents
I write about. Otherwise, we would be here
till midnight. We historians sometimes re-
semble the people that we write about. I
should warn you that one of the people I’ve
written about is Hubert Humphrey, who,
some of you will remember, spoke in incre-
ments of three hours minimum. Once
Humphrey even knew that he was going on
too long, and he yelled out to the audience,
“Anyone here got a watch?” And someone
yelled back, “How about a calendar?” I will
try to keep this brief so we have time for
questions and comments and corrections,
if there are any.

Another president I write about is from my
home state of Illinois, Abraham Lincoln,
who I need not tell anyone in this room
had a formative influence on the formation
of the state of Nebraska. Unlike my home
state, you all had the good judgment to
name your capital after Lincoln. We didn’t.
We really should have because, as some of
you may know, Lincoln himself was respon-
sible for Springfield being the capital of Il-
linois. He was one of those who moved the
capital from Vandalia to Springfield.

The story I tell about Abraham Lincoln in
the book is in 1864 in the late summer.
Abraham Lincoln was living in a little cot-
tage that many people do not know about
nowadays, near the Old Soldiers Home in
Washington, where veterans sometimes are
late in their life. It’s up the hill from the
White House about a mile. Lincoln spent
about four months each summer living not
in the White House, but in this little cot-
tage on the grounds of the Old Soldiers
Home. People didn’t really know much
about it. The reason he did it was in those

days, a president’s office was on the second
floor of the White House right next to his
bedroom. If you were Lincoln and you
opened your door in the mornings still in
your long white nightshirt, you’d step out
to be greeted by about 110 people who
wanted jobs for their brothers-in-law and
were angry with you about all sorts of other
things.

So Lincoln is up in his cottage, late sum-
mer of 1864, and he’s being called on by a
number of his political aides. He’s running
for reelection, and his aides are saying, “Mr.
President, you’re going to lose the election
this fall. You’re not even going to carry your
home state of Illinois.” And Lincoln said,
“Why?” They said, “The reason is North-
ern voters are frustrated over the fact that
the Civil War is going so slowly. Here we
are in 1864. It’s been going on more than
three years. The North has not yet won.
They’d be willing to tolerate that frustra-
tion except that you did something else. You
got into this war on the argument that we’ve
got to save the Union and bring the South
back, but you’re now saying there must be
this Emancipation Proclamation. The war
will not end until slavery is ended. Many
Northern voters feel that you changed the
signals—willingness to fight the Civil War
to reunite the country, but not to end sla-
very.” And the aides said, “Mr. Lincoln, if
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you’re going to have any chance of getting
reelected, the way to do it is to suggest in
some way that you’re not going to insist on
ending slavery as a prerequisite for ending
the Civil War.”

I couldn’t have imagined Abraham Lincoln
would even consider doing the wrong thing.
But he did. For a number of days he
thought, “How can I somehow distance
myself from the Emancipation Proclama-

tion in a way
that wil l  save
my reelection?”
He rationalized
it by saying,
“ G e n e r a l
McClellan, my
o p p o n e n t ,
would be a di-
saster.  The
country would
splinter.” He
was absolutely
right about

that. But he felt uneasy. He didn’t like the
idea of doing the wrong thing. What really
turned the trick with him was he finally
called in Frederick Douglass, whom he
knew and respected, and Douglass knew
and respected him. Lincoln said, “How
would you take it if I distanced myself from
the Emancipation Proclamation?” Douglass’
reply has not been recorded for history, but
I assume his face was so fierce and glaring
that Lincoln immediately realized that this
was impossible, and quickly Lincoln said,
“You know, I want to win reelection, but
more important to me is my place in his-
tory.” He said, “I believe that my place in
history is going to be as the liberator of the
race. That’s more important to me than win-
ning reelection.”

So he stuck to the Emancipation. As it hap-
pened, thanks to the fact that General

Sherman made it to Atlanta on time in Sep-
tember, a couple of months before the elec-
tion, Lincoln was reelected. But if you think
about it, how did Lincoln ultimately pay
for his political risk sticking to the Eman-
cipation? He paid with his life because why
did John Wilkes Booth assassinate him? He
was, most of all, motivated by the fact that
he hated Lincoln for wanting to end sla-
very. That was the price that Abraham Lin-
coln paid.

Another president I write about is Harry
Truman in the spring of 1948. I probably
could have written about a lot of Truman
episodes because he had to make some very
tough decisions. I could have written about
some of the Cold War decisions of the late
1940s, about Truman firing General
MacArthur. General MacArthur, you re-
member, went to Congress and made the
famous speech, after being fired, that al-
most caused Americans to rise up against
their president, made Democrats very ner-
vous, made Republicans absolutely exuber-
ant thinking that MacArthur might even
be their presidential nominee. Someone
wrote at the time that when MacArthur
spoke, on the Republican side there was not
a dry eye, and on the Democratic side there
was not a dry seat. That was the difference
between the two parties. But I didn’t write
about MacArthur.

What I decided to write about was spring
of 1948, Harry Truman having to deal with
the possibility of recognizing a Jewish state
in the Middle East when it was declared. I
did that because it shows all of the differ-
ent forces that are on a president at a mo-
ment like this. In Truman’s case, George C.
Marshall, the great hero of World War II,
Truman’s secretary of state, came to Truman
and said, essentially, “If you recognize a Jew-
ish state, we don’t have the military to sup-
port it, and we’ll be demanded to do so.
And if you recognize it, I may well resign
and blast you.” This terrified Truman, and

Continued from page 5
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H ow did Lincoln ultimately pay
for his political risk sticking to the
Emancipation? He paid with his
life because why did John Wilkes
Booth assassinate him? He was,
most of all, motivated by the fact

that he hated Lincoln for wanting to
end slavery. That was the price that

Abraham Lincoln paid.

he said, “I can’t afford to have General
Marshall  out there denouncing me.”
Truman’s own wife, Bess, was a lovely
woman in many ways, but she was not ex-
actly sensitive to the Jewish people. She was
someone who, it turns out, would not al-
low Jewish guests in her home in Indepen-
dence, Missouri, either before the presi-
dency, during, or afterwards. On the other
side, Truman had a Jewish friend named
Eddie Jacobson with whom he ran a can-
teen in the Army and ran the famous hab-
erdashery store in Kansas City in the 1920s
that failed, but they remained friends.
Jacobson came to the Oval Office at a cru-
cial moment with tears streaming down his
face saying, “Harry, I’ve never asked you for
a favor, but my people need help. There may
be another Hitler. I want you to help
them.” He had a big impact on Truman.
But as I looked at all these forces, the one
that I think had the decisive impact, and
again you’re hearing this from an historian,
and you’ll have to set the source and con-
text, is that it helped enormously that Harry
Truman read history. He was just like Lin-
coln.

Abraham Lincoln had, if you can believe it,
probably a year and a half of formal educa-
tion in his life. Lincoln basically had to be
self-taught, and he did everything he could
to find books, and he just read his eyes out.

As a result, he became one of our great writ-
ers and speakers and political philosophers.

The same was true of Harry Truman.
Truman was from a poor family, had noth-
ing more than a high school education, al-
ways wanted to go to college, but never
could afford it. When Truman became presi-
dent, one of the things he was very serious
about and did a lot to forward was the com-
munity college movement. That came out
of Truman’s personal experience. He wanted
to make sure others were not deprived the
way that he had been. Truman as a child
was an enormous reader. He had terrible
eyesight and very thick, wire-rimmed
glasses. His family was so poor his parents
said, “Harry, you can’t do sports because if
you break those glasses, we can’t afford to
replace them.” So he did not play football
or baseball. He said that he read every single
book in the Independence Public Library.
As far as I can see the most important book,
or at least the most influential on him, was
a book that his mother had bought from a
traveling salesman—four volumes, gild-
edged, must have cost a lot of the money
that they had. The book had the horribly
politically incorrect title of “Great Men and
Famous Women.” The idea was that women
could not be great, only famous. The sub-
title was “From Nebuchadnezzar to Sarah
Bernhardt.”

But in the spring of 1948, as Truman was
trying to cope with what to do about the
Jewish state, what he was remembering was
not the chapter on Nebuchadnezzar or Sa-
rah Bernhardt, but the chapter on Cyrus
the Great. He was also a huge biblical
scholar. His favorite psalm was “Yea we wept
when we remembered Zion.” He remem-
bered having read “Great Men and Famous
Women,” the chapter on Cyrus the Great
who had brought the Jewish people to Zion
2,000 years earlier. In the same way that
Lincoln clarified his problem by saying, “If
I stick to the Emancipation, I can be the



8 NEBRASKA HUMANITIES, VOLUME XII, 2008

Kennedy sent a civil rights bill to
Congress and made a lot of  people

angry... He lost the South overnight.
There was a good chance he would

lose the election of 1964 as a
result, but he said what you’d
want to hear from a president

in these circumstances.

liberator of a race,” Truman said, “Maybe
the way to see this is that if I recognize a
Jewish state, I can do what this great man
did 2,000 years ago,” which he did. After
Truman was president, he was speaking in
New York. He was introduced by his old
friend Eddie Jacobson, who said, “Here is
President Truman, who helped to create the
state of Israel.” Truman almost pushed him
aside and said, “What do you mean ‘helped
to create?’ I am Cyrus. I am Cyrus the
Great.” He wept oftentimes in telling this
story. It moved him deeply in his later years.

Two more stories.  One is  about John
Kennedy and civil rights. If John Kennedy
had left  this earth in May of 1963, I
wouldn’t have written about him because
his record on civil rights up to that mo-
ment was really very poor. In the book that
I’ve written, there’s a picture of Jackie
Robinson, the great African-American base-
ball hero. Robinson is side-by-side in 1960
with the presidential candidate he was sup-
porting, whose name was Richard Nixon.
It surprises a lot of people nowadays who
do not realize that there was a substantial
number of African-Americans who still were
Republicans, going all the way back to
Abraham Lincoln. One reason why
Robinson is in this book, at least the pic-
ture of him, is that my younger boy, whose
name is Cyrus—coincidentally—said, “I’m
not going to read your book unless there is
a picture in it of my hero Jackie Robinson.”
So I did my best to put one in. For the older
boy, whose name is Alex, there’s a picture
of his hero Joe DiMaggio with Ronald
Reagan. So they’re both represented, and
at least they’ve both taken a look at the book.

But the more pertinent reason that there’s
a picture of Jackie Robinson is this. In
1958, Jackie Robinson was at a banquet in
New York, as was Sen. John Kennedy, who
was running for the presidency. At that

point, Kennedy thought the way he was
going to get the Democratic nomination in
1960 would be to get the votes of white
segregationist voters in the South. There
were a lot of them in the Democratic Party
in those days. So, quietly, he was getting
the support of one segregationist governor
after another. This became known through
the Black community, and so at this ban-
quet, Kennedy said to Jackie Robinson,
“Come on over, let’s have a picture taken
together.” Robinson turned his back and
stalked away. He wanted no part of
Kennedy. He knew.

By 1960, when Kennedy ran, he had turned
a different way. He realized that civil rights
was going to be important to him. When
he campaigned he said, “Elect me president,
and I will end discrimination with the stroke
of a pen.” By the spring of 1961, many Af-
rican-Americans were sending ballpoint pens
to the Oval Office saying, “When are you
going to act?” because it wasn’t happening.
The reason was that when John Kennedy
was elected over Richard Nixon in 1960,
the margin was given him by about a half
dozen white Southern states. The state that
went for Kennedy in 1960 by the greatest
margin was Georgia—66 percent. Those
were not civil rights voters. Those were, for
the most part, white segregationist South-
ern Democrats who expected Kennedy to
hold the line. Kennedy didn’t want to lose

Continued from page 7
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his reelection in 1964, so he did very little
on civil rights.

Finally in the spring of 1963, Martin
Luther King was generating pressure on
Kennedy, most famously in Birmingham,
so that Bobby Kennedy, the attorney gen-
eral and the president’s brother, went to Jack
and said, “I know you want to preserve your-
self for ’64, but if you do not act now,
Americans white and black will demand to
know what their president is doing to get
this civil rights revolution out of the streets
and into the courts.” He sent a civil rights
bill to Congress and made a lot of people
angry. I try to tell my sons what I’m writ-
ing about, and I tell them about this bill.
They say, “Well, what was in this bill? Why
were people so angry?” I said, “Well, it was
a bill that said you could use any restau-
rant or hotel, whether you were white or
black.” Thank God, my kids replied by say-
ing, “Why did that make people angry?”
Thank God, they live in a time where that
seems very foreign, but it increases the pres-
sure on all of us to remind people how hor-
rible things were, in certain ways, in those
days. By sending that bill to Congress,
Kennedy’s poll  ratings in some cases
dropped 25 points. He lost the South over-
night. There was a good chance he would
lose the election of 1964 as a result, but he
said what you’d want to hear from a presi-
dent in these circumstances. He said, “If I
have to go down in 1964, at least I’m do-
ing it for something as important as civil
rights.”

The final story I’ll tell, briefly, is about
Ronald Reagan, who in 1980 was running,
of course, against Jimmy Carter. People
don’t remember this story well, but a week
or two before the election of 1980, he and
Jimmy Carter were running about even.
There was still a substantial undecided vote.
Reagan’s aides went to him and said, “You
know, Governor, this undecided vote is will-
ing to vote for you, but our surveys show

that the one thing that’s holding them back
is that they think you’re going to be too
tough on the Soviet Union. You’ve been talk-
ing about trying to increase the pressure
on the Soviets, increase the defense bud-
get. That’s scaring a lot of people who are
worried about World War III. Why not give
a few speeches that sug-
gest that you’re really a
lot more moderate than
that, and that really
isn’t your intention.”
Reagan, with great
principle, said, “I can’t
do that because I ’m
not going to give a
speech saying what I
don’t believe. And plus,
if I win after having
told people that it’s my
intention to end the
Cold War this way, then
I can go to Congress
and say, ‘Increase the
defense budget,  put
the pressure on the
Russians, let’s see what
we can do.’” Which is exactly what hap-
pened.

So in the late 1980s, some of you will re-
member that even in the 1980 campaign
he would say, “If a Soviet leader comes about
who wants to sue for peace, I will sit down
for as long as it takes to reach an agreement.”
So comes Mikhail Gorbachev in 1985.
Reagan meets with him and finds that
Gorbachev is for real. Reagan was another
president who was influenced by history and
literature, although perhaps not always the
way that some of the earlier presidents I’ve
mentioned were. For instance, when Reagan
went to meet with Gorbachev in Iceland in
1986, he was being briefed by a couple of
his briefers, “You know, you’re going to Ice-
land. This is what Iceland is like.” Reagan
cut him off and said, “You don’t need to
tell me about Iceland. I’ve been reading

Continued next page
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Tom Clancy.” Great account of a Soviet in-
vasion of Iceland. Literature helps in all sorts
of ways.

But the point is that when Reagan went to
Iceland, a lot of his oldest political support-
ers were saying, “Mr. President, Gorbachev
is really a new Brezhnev or a new Stalin with
a better tailor, smiling-faced. Don’t take
him seriously.” Reagan with great courage
and principle said, “No, I’ve met with him.
I think he’s for real. I think he wants to
end the Cold War, and I’m going to try and
negotiate an agreement.” So he did. For his
troubles, Reagan was denounced. Many of
his oldest supporters called him “a useful
idiot,” one of the terms used, “a weak man
with a strong wife.” Many other leaders
might have said, “These people are my base.
I have to keep them happy.” You oftentimes
hear about a political base, but to my mind
what Ronald Reagan showed was that ulti-
mately he had the understanding that a
political leader should have, which is that
the ultimate purpose of having a political
base is not to be its captive, but to be its
leader. Ronald Reagan was, and the result
was that he ended the Cold War.

The final image I have in the book, in writ-
ing about Reagan, is of his last formal meet-
ing with Gorbachev in December of 1988,
just after the election of ’88. George Bush
the elder had been elected, and Reagan and
Gorbachev met on an island just off Man-
hattan, and then they climbed onto a plat-
form for a photo op. Reagan was showing
Gorbachev the skyline of New York with
the photographers snapping pictures, and
he pointed with great pride at two gleam-
ing towers, the towers of the World Trade
Center, almost as if that was opening up to
the next Titanic chapter in American his-
tory.

The whole point of it is that if you rewind
the tape, if you don’t have presidential cour-

!

age, you don’t end the Cold War, and you
don’t end the Civil War the way it did, all
the way back to, remember I was talking
about that night with George Washington
in the rainstorm at Mt. Vernon in 1795.
We all have to look at presidential candi-
dates this year and next. Take a look at these
presidential candidates, and if they remind
you of the courageous presidents in this
book and elsewhere, they deserve your vote.
If they don’t, do not vote for them because
presidential courage has been too impor-
tant. God forbid we have a president who
doesn’t understand that tradition of presi-
dential courage that goes back to George
Washington.

I write about the scene at Mt. Vernon. The
candles were flickering and George Wash-
ington was dying and looking up at the face
of his kindly worried doctor. Just about the
last words he spoke on this earth were three
words that I’d like to think of as a message
to later generations and later presidents.
The three words he spoke were, “Don’t be
afraid.”

Continued from page 9

Historian Michael Beschloss is au-
thor of the best-seller “Presidential
Courage: Brave Leaders and How
They Changed America, 1789-
1989,” a book about major, con-
troversial decisions by American
presidents. Newsweek called him
“the nation’s leading presidential
historian.” He was appointed
NBC News presidential histo-
rian—the first time any major network has created such a
position—and appears regularly on “Meet the Press” and
the “Today” show. He also is a regular on PBS’s “The
NewsHour with Jim Lehrer,” and was nominated for an
Emmy for his role in creating the Discovery Channel series
“Decisions that Shook the World,” narrated by Morgan
Freeman. Born in Chicago, he is an alumnus of Williams
College and the only political historian of national stature
to have an advanced degree from the Harvard Business
School.
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ower Award winner is honored
by Nebraska’s trust

Charles “Chuck” Trimble made the following remarks on receiving the 2007 Sower
Award in the Humanities October 2 at the Joslyn Art Museum in Omaha.

S

Trust is honor…

To be entrusted with the protection of
the rights of our tribes in their sover-
eignty and their self-determination is a
tremendous honor.

To be entrusted with the protection and
preservation of the history and heritage
of the people of my adoptive homeland,
Nebraska, is a great honor.

To be asked to work in providing for and
promoting the arts  and humanities  is
both a pleasure and a great honor.

To be given the chance to serve the needs
of the poor and the homeless is truly an
honor.

So, Nebraska Commission on Indian Af-
fairs, the Nebraska State Historical Soci-
ety, the Nebraska Humanities Council,
the Nebraska Arts Council and Opera
Omaha, and the civic and charitable or-
ganizations on which I was asked to serve,
thank you for the honor of your trust.

To  be  recognized  wi th  th i s  cove ted
award—the Sower Award—is an honor
most overwhelming to me.

Thank you, Humanities Council ,  and
thank you, Nebraska, for giving me a
chance to serve.

Charles E. “Chuck” Trimble is a
member of the Oglala Sioux Na-
tion who has been active on both
the national and state level on
behalf of Native Americans. He
is the founder of two companies
focused on economic development
for reservations, as well as the Red
Willow Institute, which provides technical and manage-
ment assistance to Native American non-profit organiza-
tions. He was executive director of the National Congress
of American Indians in Washington, D.C., representing
most tribes in the U.S., and founded the American Indian
Press Association, now the Native American Journalists
Association. In his long service to the John G. Neihardt
Center, he provided a bridge between native and Anglo
cultures while providing opportunities for Indian youth to
cultivate their artistic and literary skills.

Don Pederson (left) introduces Sower Award winner Chuck Trimble.
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Supporters of the 12th Governor’s Lecture in the Humanities attended a benefit, co-chaired by
Carol Gendler, Angenette Meaney, Carol Russell, and Judy Ueda, in honor of lecturer Michael
Beschloss. Gathering October 2 at the Joslyn Art Museum in Omaha, they shared an appreciation
for the humanities. Photos by Daniel Flanigan.

overnor’s lecture contributors
gather at pre-lecture benefitG

Michael Beschloss, Gov. Dave Heineman, Fr. John Schlegel,
J.B. Milliken and Mayor Mike Fahey

Louis LaRose, Anne and Chuck Trimble and Bruce King

Ardyce Bohlke and Kathleen FooteRoy Dinsdale and Tom Rogers Carol Gendler, Allison and Gary Petersen

Robert Duncan, Ron and Chris Harris
Karen and Kirk Dielman, Lynne Friedewald, Becky Van de Bogart,

Chuck and Dick Shoemaker
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Eugenia Hartig, Gail Yanney and Jane Kotsiopulos
Clay and Beth Smith, Mike Johanns

Eleanor and Al HamerskyLowen and Ruth KruseChris and Sharlon Rodgers

Beverly Karrer, Dottie Truhlsen and Tish Pemberton Bob and Marilyn Harris, Dave and Trixie Schmidt

Earl Mitchell, Natalie Olson, Marilyn Mitchell, Karla and Jerry Huse Dick Holland, Michael Beschloss, Beverly Otis and Rae Keogh
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J.B. Milliken, Nana Smith, Michael Beschloss, Carol Russell

Rick and Joel Russell, Roger Lewis Harvey Perlman, Don Pederson, Chuck Trimble

Tom and Carol Waring Summer Widhalm, Fred Licon Fred Kiechel, Bob Nefsky

Pam Snow, Trixie Schmidt, Elvira Garcia Melissa Marvin has Michael Beschloss autograph a book.

Jennifer and Tom Pansing, Pete Festersen
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In “cultivating our history and culture,” the
Nebraska Humanities Council and Founda-

tion continue to work toward the original in-
tent Congress identified for establishing the
National Endowment for the Humanities: “De-
mocracy demands vision and wisdom of its citi-
zens.”

To meet that national purpose, the Nebraska
Humanities Council has developed programs
designed to serve audiences that are least likely
to have access to the resources that would make
them wise citizens. For example, 3,147 low-lit-
eracy parents and children participated in Prime
Time Family Reading Time in libraries and
schools in Gibbon, Grand Island, Lincoln, Nor-
folk, Omaha, and South Sioux City, reading and
discussing award-winning children’s books in a
bilingual family setting.

Two hundred sixty-nine speaker bureau pro-
grams were presented in non-metropolitan Ne-
braska, and 19 rural schools used the cultural
encounter trunks that explore and compare older
Nebraska immigrant groups such as Germans
and Swedes with the newest Mexican and Viet-
namese immigrants. Rural Nebraska also is served
by the council’s longtime partnership with the
Smithsonian Institution through its Museum
on Main Street traveling exhibit program for
small or rural museums. Last year saw the be-
ginning of a statewide tour of “Between Fences”
in Broken Bow, Chadron and Lexington that
will continue to four other sites in 2008.

The council is committed to preparing our
youth for citizenship. In addition to 107 Speak-

Continued next page

By Jane Renner Hood, Executive Director, Nebraska Humanities Council

Council works to expand the vision
    and wisdom of Nebraskans

ers Bureau programs that went to K-12 schools,
Capitol Forum on America’s Future engaged high
school students in a study of U.S. foreign policy
at Boone Central in Albion, Ashland-Green-
wood, Bellevue West, Cambridge, Chadron,
Crofton, Medicine Valley in Curtis, Holdrege,
Howells, Lincoln North Star, Lynch, North
Platte, Omaha Benson, Millard West, Omaha
South, Platteview High in Springfield, Stanton,
Sterling, Sumner-Eddyville-Miller, Superior,
Centennial in Utica, Valentine Rural High, and
Wilcox-Hildreth High School. In collaboration
with Secretary of State John Gale, 85 students
and their teachers came to the State Capitol on
March 26, where they talked with Lt. Gov. Rick
Sheehy, U.S. Reps. Adrian Smith and Jeff
Fortenberry and U.S. Sen. Chuck Hagel, as well
as state Sens. Tom Carlson and Bill Avery.

“Settlers taking the law in their own hands—cutting fence on old Brighton
Ranch.” This is a theatrical reenactment (circa 1900), staged by photographer
Solomon D. Butcher to illustrate a historical event for his “Pioneer History of
Custer County.” The photo indicates the pivotal role of  fences in the settlement of
the Great Plains. Photo courtesy of the Nebraska State Historical Society.
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The Oct. 26-27 Nebraska Book Festival, held
at sites along Lincoln’s Centennial Mall and co-
sponsored with the Nebraska Center for the
Book, the Nebraska Library Commission, and
the Nebraska Secretary of State, also had a focus
on young people with a successful new partner-
ship with Lincoln Children’s Museum, where
nearly 200 children listened to storytellers and
participated in other reading activities. Their
parents and 900 other adults took part in work-
shops on novels, poetry, and other book-related
activities and gathered at the State Capitol for a
lecture by Joseph Marshall III, biographer of
Crazy Horse.

Kearney’s Centennial Chautauqua included an
opportunity for middle-school students to study
local historical figures and present their research
as performers in the big Chautauqua tent at the
Great Platte River Road Archway. The June 21-
24 Chautauqua focused on notable Nebraska
reformers and featured scholars portraying pro-
gressive-era reformers William Jennings Bryan,
Grace Abbott, and George Norris, with
Malcolm X reminding both Bryan and Norris
that their reforms had largely neglected African
Americans during the first half of the 20th cen-
tury.

The council announced in March the second of
a three-part program emphasis on the demo-
graphic forces shaping Nebraska’s future: “The
Good Life: Rural—Urban—Suburban.” This
topic joins the emphasis announced in 2005,
“The New Nebraskans: Immigrants and Refu-
gees,” as areas of particular interest for funding.
So far, the council has awarded 26 grants in re-
sponse to requests for proposals for the two new
areas.

At the very heart of the council’s work is its grant
program, which encourages community orga-
nizations to propose projects for funding that
meet their local needs. In 2007, the council
awarded 72 grants totaling $248,069 to orga-

nizations across the state, including support of
“The War in Nebraska,” vignettes produced by
NET Television to accompany the PBS broad-
cast of Ken Burns’ “The War”; Opera Omaha’s
community outreach for “Aida” and “All the
King’s Men”; the award-winning Plum Creek
Children’s Literature Festival in Seward; the Great
Plains Theatre Conference at Metro Commu-
nity College; “Prayers For The People: Carl
Sandburg’s Poetry and Songs” presented by the
University of Nebraska-Kearney; “Latino Heri-
tage and Culture Series” at El Museo Latino in
Omaha; National History Day competitions at
Nebraska Wesleyan University and other regional
sites statewide; “Vision Maker Film Festival,”
sponsored by Native American Public Telecom-
munications  and UNL’s “Blacks in Film Festi-
val,” both at the Mary Riepma Ross Film Cen-
ter in Lincoln; a conference on Crazy Horse at
the Neihardt Center as part of the 2007 One
Book One Nebraska, Mari Sandoz’s “Crazy
Horse”; and the Hall County Sesquicentennial
Humanities Festival at the Stuhr Museum of
the Prairie Pioneer.

Humanities Desk draws upon many of the
NHC-funded programs for stories broadcast
weekly on NET Radio and KIOS in Omaha.
For a complete list of grants and a current calen-
dar for council programming, please go to
www.nebraskahumanities.org.

The Nebraska Humanities Council and
Foundation’s 2007 programs have been funded
by the National Endowment for the Humani-
ties, an appropriation from the State of Ne-
braska, the Nebraska Cultural Endowment, and
you, the reader, who has made a generous con-
tribution to the Nebraska Foundation for the
Humanities.

Thank you for helping to prepare Nebraskans
to be the wise and visionary citizens our democ-
racy requires.

Continued from page 15
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2007 Financial Overview2007 Financial Overview2007 Financial Overview2007 Financial Overview2007 Financial Overview
Our Dollars Working in Communities Across NebraskaOur Dollars Working in Communities Across NebraskaOur Dollars Working in Communities Across NebraskaOur Dollars Working in Communities Across NebraskaOur Dollars Working in Communities Across Nebraska

Support
National Endowment for the Humanities Grant.......... $536,616
Other Federal Grants........................................................... $1,000
State Appropriations........................................................ $217,500
Nebraska Cultural Endowment..................................... $132,394
Private Cash contributions............................................. $380,055
Earned Income.................................................................. $22,935
Miscellaneous Income......................................................... $2,227
Interest Income................................................................. $36,606
Cost Share, Cash and In-kind.................................... $1,726,049
Total revenue.............................................................. $3,055,382

Expenses
General Management..................................................... $163,836
Financial Development.................................................. $136,692
Nebraska Cultural Endowment....................................... $36,240
Program Support.............................................................. $73,339
Special Projects............................................................... $396,653
Resource Center/Speaker Bureau Programs.................. $114,568
Council Regrants............................................................ $268,562
Cost Share by Grantees and Volunteers..................... $1,726,049
Total expenses.............................................................. $2,915,939

Excess (deficit) of support and revenue over expenses..$139,443

In 2007, the Nebraska Humanities Council funded programs in the following 144 communities:

Ainsworth, Albion, Alexandria, Alliance, Alma, Arapahoe, Arnold, Ashland, Atkinson, Auburn, Aurora, Bancroft, Barneston, Bassett, Beatrice, Bellevue,
Belvidere, Bennington, Big Springs, Blair, Blue Springs, Boys Town, Brainard, Brewster, Broken Bow, Burwell, Cambridge, Cedar Rapids, Chadron,
Clarks, Clarkson, Clay Center, Columbus, Cozad, Crawford, Creighton, Crete, Crofton, Curtis, Cushing, Dannebrog, David City, Denton, Dewitt,
Dodge, Dorchester, Eagle, Elkhorn, Ellsworth, Eustis, Fairbury, Fairmont, Falls City, Fremont, Fullerton, Genoa, Gering, Gibbon, Goehner, Gothenburg,
Grafton, Grand Island, Gretna, Halsey, Hampton, Harrison, Hartington, Hastings, Hemingford, Herman, Hershey, Holdrege, Homer, Howells,
Humboldt, Kearney, LaVista, Lexington, Lincoln, Louisville, Lyons, Lynch, Madison, Manley, McCook, Mead, Milford, Minden, Mullen, Murray,
Nebraska City, Neligh, Niobrara, Norfolk, North Platte, Omaha, Oshkosh, Ord, Overton, Paxton, Peru, Petersburg, Pickrell, Plainview, Ralston,
Randolph, Raymond, Red Cloud, Rushville, Scottsbluff, Seward, Shelby, South Sioux City, Springfield, Stanton, Stella, Sterling, Stromsburg, St. Paul,
Sumner, Superior, Syracuse, Table Rock, Table Rock, Talmage, Tecumseh, Tekamah, Tilden, Unadilla, Utica, Valentine, Valley, Valparaiso, Verdigre,
Wahoo, Wausa, Wayne, Weeping Water, West Point, Wilber, Wilcox, Wood River, York, Yutan.

Audited financial statements from Dana F. Cole and Co.

are available for inspection at the NHC office and on our

website at www.nebraskahumanities.org

*Includes cost share

Summary of Expenses - 2007

General
Management*

6%

Resource 
Center*

6%

Other Humanities
Projects*

14%

Financial
Development*

5%
Program Support*

4%

Council 
Grants*
64%

Nebraska Cultural
Endowment*

1%
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Gifts of $20,000 or more
Cooper Foundation, Lincoln
Dillon Foundation, Lincoln

Gifts of $10,000-$19,999
Theodore G. Baldwin Foundation, Kearney
Shoemaker Family Foundation, Cambridge
Office of the President-University of

Nebraska
Jane D. & Thompson H. Rogers, Omaha

Gifts of $5,000-$9,999
Anonymous, Omaha
Mrs. Anne Stuart Batchelder, Omaha
Ron & Carol Cope Foundation, Kearney
Creighton University, Kenefick Chair in the

Humanities
Creighton University, Rev. John P. Schlegel,

S.J.
Tom & Kim Dinsdale, Grand Island
Carol Gendler, Omaha
Lincoln Financial Foundation, Omaha
Mutual of Omaha Foundation
The Valmont Foundation, Omaha
Milton & Miriam Waldbaum Family

Foundation, Omaha, in memory of
Miriam Waldbaum

Woods Charitable Fund Inc., Lincoln

Gifts of $2,000-$4,999
Adah & Leon Millard Foundation,

Oakbrook Terrace, Ill.
Community Services Fund, Lincoln
Gerald B. & Kit Dimon, Lincoln
Richard Holland, Omaha
Jane Renner Hood, Lincoln
Kearney Area Community Foundation
Duane & Helen Krause, Fremont
The Nebraska Rural Radio Network-

KRVN, KTIC, & KNEB, Lexington
Lincoln Community Outreach Foundation
E. Robert & Angenette D. Meaney, Omaha
Midamerican Energy Foundation, Omaha
Sam & Natalie Olson, Lincoln
Omaha Community Foundation
Don & June Pederson, Lincoln
Pinnacle Bank, Lincoln
Rick & Carol Russell, Omaha
Mike & Lin Simmonds, Omaha
Valmont Industries Inc., Omaha

Gifts of $1,000-$1,999
Anonymous donor through Nebraska

Community Foundation
A to Z Printing, Lincoln
Ameritas Charitable Foundation, Lincoln
Ash Grove Cement Company, Louisville
Mogens & Cindy Bay, Omaha
Bellevue University
Robert & Joanne Berkshire, Omaha
Blue Stem Prairie Foundation, Omaha
Burlington Capital Group, Omaha
C.W. Yount Foundation Inc., Gering
College of Saint Mary, Omaha
Karen Colleran, Lincoln
John H. Conley, Omaha

Contributors January through December 2007
The Nebraska Humanities Council and the Nebraska Foundation for the Humanities thank the following donors for their contributions during the
2007 calendar year. We extend special thanks to those individuals who are members of the Vision Circle ($1,000 a year), the Gold Sower Club ($500
a year), the Silver Sower Club ($250 a year), and the Sower Club ($100 a year). We also appreciate members ($45 a year) and those who donated $44
or less to support the NHC in 2007. If we have not reported your gift correctly, please let us know so that we can correct our mistake.

Ed & Betty Cook, Kearney
Cox Communications, Omaha
Alice M. Dittman, Lincoln
Doane College, Crete
Duncan Family Trust, Lincoln
First Data Resources, Omaha
First National Bank, Omaha
Lana & Lon Flagtwet, Lincoln
Grand Island Community Foundation
Grand Island Community Foundation,

Ralph & Pat Kelly Fund
Brian & Carey Hamilton, Grand Island
Hastings College-Office of the President
Linda Hillegass & Jim McKee, Lincoln
Marval Hornady, Grand Island
Richard A. Hunt, Blair
Clint & Pat Jones, Kearney
John & Wende Kotouc, Omaha
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Lainson, Hastings
Roger & Carol Lewis, Omaha
Merrill Lynch & Co. Inc., Lincoln
Metropolitan Community College, Omaha
Earl & Marilyn Mitchell, Norfolk
Nebraska Farm Bureau
Bob & Mary Nefsky, Lincoln
Diane Oldfather, Lincoln
The Pratt-Heins Foundation, Kearney
Principal Financial Group Foundation Inc.,

Grand Island
Brenda Robinson, North Platte, in memory

of Cal Robinson
David & Trixie Schmidt, Lincoln

Bill & Ruth Scott, Omaha
James C. & Rhonda S. Seacrest, Lincoln
Security National Bank of Omaha
Clay & Beth Smith, Lincoln
Smith Hayes Financial Services, Omaha
Pamela H. & Marcus J. Snow, Ashland
Gene & Ann Lindley Spence, Omaha
Mrs. Elaine Spire, Omaha
State Farm Insurance Company, Lincoln
Kenneth E. & Ann Stinson, Omaha
Time Warner Cable, Lincoln
Charles & Anne Trimble, Omaha
Harriet Turner, Lincoln
Judy & Clarence Ueda, Omaha
Union Bank & Trust Company, Lincoln
Union Pacific, Omaha
College of Arts & Sciences at the University

of Nebraska at Omaha
Dr. Jerry & Mary Vaughan, Broken Bow
Ross & Judy Wilcox, Lincoln
Woods & Aitken, LLP, Lincoln

Gifts of $500-$999
Abel Foundation, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Harold W. Andersen, Omaha
Bailey Lauerman, Lincoln/Omaha
Kent & Cathy Blaser, Wayne
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Brasee, Grand Island
Dr. Mark J. Brodkey, Kansas City, Mo.
Diane Brownell, Lincoln
Jack & Sally Campbell, Lincoln
Todd & Debora Carpenter, Grand Island

The David Scott Foundation, Omaha
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Davidson, Bonita

Springs, Fla.
Paul & Tricia Dietze, Hastings
Mr. & Mrs. N.P. Dodge Jr., Omaha
Robert & Diana Doyle, M.D., Omaha
Karen & Robert Duncan, Lincoln
Loyd & Marie Fischer, Lincoln
Five Points Bank, Grand Island
Betty Foster & Chuck Powell, Omaha
Leonard & Shirley Goldstein, Omaha
Michael & Wanda Gottschalk, Omaha, in

honor of Lynn & Dana Roper and
Carmen & John Gottschalk

Terry & Judy Haney, Omaha
Robert & Marilyn Harris, Lincoln
Francis B. Harrold & Gertruida C. De

Goede, Kearney
Calvin R. & Jane Johnson, Hastings
Brad & Amy Knuth, Omaha
Pete & Jane Kotsiopulos, Lincoln
James B. Milliken & Nana G. H. Smith,

Lincoln
James & Myrna Newland, Omaha
Olsson Family Foundation, Lincoln
Omaha Public Power District
Omaha Steaks International
PDM, Omaha
Ann K. Rawley, Lincoln
Kim M. Robak & William J. Mueller,

Lincoln
Ky & Jane Rohman, Lincoln
Earl & Patricia Scudder, Lincoln
Security First Bank, Lincoln
Barbara & Steve Seglin, Lincoln
Chuck Shoemaker & Lynne Friedewald,

Hastings
Eve & Fred Simon, Omaha
South Sioux City Municipal Foundation
Rick & Connie Spellman, Omaha
Mike & Helen Stauffer, Kearney
Janet Strauss, Omaha
Dr. Peter Suzuki, Elkhorn
Talent+, Lincoln
Lawrence B. Thomas, Omaha
Jim & Judy Thorson, Omaha
Dr. Stanley & Dottie Truhlsen, Omaha
Irv & Gail Veitzer, Omaha
Roger & Jeanene Wehrbein, Plattsmouth
Wells Fargo, Omaha
Mrs. S.N. Wolbach, Grand Island
Irene Zimmerman, Battle Creek

Gifts of $250-$499
Anonymous (3)
Steven E. Achelpohl, Omaha
Lloyd & Marge Ambrosius, Lincoln
John & Catherine Angle, Lincoln
James & Nancy Augustine, Grand Island
Fred Backer, Waterloo
David Bass & Patty Shefte Bass, Lincoln
Mayor Chris & Judy Beutler, Lincoln
Jon & Ardyce Bohlke, Hastings
John & Lynne Boyer, Omaha
Kathy Bradley, Omaha
Eric & Ruth Brown, Johnson Lake
Dr. James & Karen Butler, Valentine

Vision Circle
We invite you to join the Vision Circle of donors to the Nebraska Humanities
Council. Your contribution of $1,000 or more will help nurture a vibrant civic
and cultural life in Nebraska and ensure continued statewide access to the
humanities now and for future generations. We are grateful to the following
individuals for generously supporting current humanities programs by joining
the Vision Circle in 2007:

Mrs. Anne Stuart Batchelder
Cindy & Mogens Bay
Robert & Joanne Berkshire
Karen Colleran
John H. Conley
Ed & Betty Cook
Mrs. Carol Cope
Gerald B. & Kit Dimon
Tom & Kim Dinsdale
Alice M. Dittman
Lana & Lon Flagtwet
Carol Gendler
Brian & Carey Hamilton
Linda Hillegass & Jim McKee
Richard Holland
Jane Renner Hood
Marval Hornady
Richard A. Hunt
Clint & Pat Jones
John & Wende Kotouc
Duane & Helen Krause
George & S. Kyker Krauss
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Lainson

Roger & Carol Lewis
E. Robert & Angenette Meaney
Earl & Marilyn Mitchell
Bob & Mary Nefsky
Diane Oldfather
Sam & Natalie Olson
Don & June Pederson
Brenda Robinson, in memory of Cal

Robinson
Jane D. & Thompson H. Rogers
Rick & Carol Russell
David & Trixie Schmidt
Bill & Ruth Scott
James C. & Rhonda Seacrest
Mike & Lin Simmonds
Gene & Ann Lindley Spence
Elaine Spire
Kenneth E. & Ann Stinson
Charles & Anne Trimble
Harriet S. Turner
Judy & Clarence Ueda
Ross & Judy Wilcox
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William & Ann Cannon Foundation,
Scottsbluff

John & Bonnie Cederberg, Lincoln
Catherine Chia, Lincoln
Linda & Cloyd Clark, McCook
Bill & Silvia Conley, Omaha
Sara & John Crook, Peru
Sherri & Jim Daubert, Lincoln
Kirk & Karen Dielman, Hastings
Roy & Gloria Dinsdale, Palmer
Jack & Gretchen Dinsdale, Grand Island
Russ & Annette Eisenhart, Culbertson
John & Sharon Emery, Omaha
Mimi Ernst, Columbus
Terry & Catherine Ferguson, Omaha
Dr. Donovan & Kathleen Foote, Hastings
Ted J. Fraizer, Lincoln
Martha C. Fricke, Ashland
Gordon Mundell & Elvira Garcia, Omaha
Ricardo & Sharon Garcia, Lincoln
Bruce & Karen Garver, Omaha
Ken & Bonnie Gnadt, Grand Island
Jeff & Judy Greenwald, Lincoln
Priscilla C. Grew, Lincoln
Judy & George Haecker, Omaha
John & Nancy Haessler, Lincoln
Al & Eleanor Hamersky, Lincoln
Ron & Chris Harris, Lincoln
Heartland United Way, Grand Island
Jessica Coope & Stephen Hilliard, Lincoln
Janie C. & Harry A. Hoch Jr., Grand Island
Milt & Betty Hofstad, Lincoln
Tom & Carol Holyoke, Scottsbluff
Jerry & Karla Huse, Norfolk
Mark & Dee Hutchins, Lincoln
Patricia & Rick Iske, Gretna
Kile & Virginia Johnson, Lincoln
Lynn & Linda Jones, Lincoln
Dr. & Mrs. F. William Karrer, Omaha
Ruth & James H. Keene III, Omaha
Dick & Helen Kelley, Omaha
JoAnne Kissel, Lincoln
Virginia & Robert Knoll, Lincoln
Lou & Pat Lamberty, Omaha
Jim & Meg Lauerman, Lincoln
Lee Booksellers, Lincoln
Lincoln Community Foundation matching

gifts
Richard & Monica Lloyd, Hastings
Peter & Diane Longo, Kearney
Don Macke & Jenny Carver, Lincoln
Jack & Carol Maddux, Wauneta
Terry & Linda McClain, Fremont
McCook National Bank
John Montag, Lincoln
Ron & Gretchen Naugle, Lincoln
Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln
Jack & Ann Newton, Omaha
Dr. & Mrs. Bac-Sy NguyenleHieu, Shelton
Richard L. & Joan F. O’Brien, Omaha
Paul & Ann O’Hara, Lincoln
Don & Rita Otis, Omaha
Charles & Lorraine Pallesen, Lincoln
Thomas & Jennifer Pansing, Omaha
Dr. Magda Peck, Omaha
Harvey & Susan Perlman, Lincoln
Kay Peters, Omaha
Christian M. Petersen, Lincoln
Gary & Allison Petersen, Walton
Drs. Lewis & Winifred Pinch, Omaha
Lenore Polack, Omaha
Dr. Oliver & Karen Pollak, Omaha
William & Linda Pratt, Omaha
Margaret Quintal, Vermillion, S.D.
Densel & Carolyn Rasmussen, Grand Island
Robert & Eileen Raun, Minden
B.J. Reed, Omaha
Wally & Martha Richardson, Lincoln

Judge & Mrs. William B. Rist, Beatrice
Dennis & Sandra Robinson, Omaha
Lynn & Dana Roper, Lincoln
Rose Blumkin Foundation, Omaha
Harold & Judy Rosenkotter, Grand Island
Marcia Rost, Holdrege
Mitch & Lisa Runco, Council Bluffs, Iowa
Sandman Family Foundation, Diller
William & Laura Shiffermiller, Omaha
Maria Sinley, Omaha
Laurie Smith Camp, Omaha
Thomas Fay & Joan Squires, Omaha
Mrs. William F. Swanson, Lincoln
Clare & Bobbie Sward, Lincoln
Megan Terry, Omaha
Dr. Hal & Bette Anne Thaut, Beatrice
Ernie & Jan Thayer, Grand Island
Chandler A. Tyrrell II & Suzanne Mahel

Tyrell, Lincoln
Union Pacific Fund for Effective

Government, Washington, D.C.
John & Judith M. Vann, Omaha
Richard & Karen Vierk, Lincoln
Dr. Tom & Carol Waring, Fremont
Katherine Wilson, Cozad
Dr. Rick & Susie Windle, Lincoln
Sara Woods & Loren Parks, Omaha
John & Susan Wunder, Lincoln
Mike & Gail Yanney, Omaha
Brian & Sarah Zahm, Omaha

Gifts of $100-$249
Anonymous (8)
Tom & Jane Allman, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Amis, Omaha
Roy & Barbara Anderson, Grand Island
Ed & Meta Armstrong, Grand Island
Patricia C. Armstrong, New York, N.Y.
Beverly Z. Ashley, Lincoln
Beverly Austin, Lincoln
Sen. Bill & Ann Avery, Lincoln
Pam Baker, Lincoln
Ellen W. Baldwin, Lincoln
Hon. William E. Barrett, Lexington
Fredda P. Bartenbach, Grand Island
J.S. & Margaret Berry, Lincoln
Patty Beutler, Lincoln
Dr. Vince & Vicki Bjorling, Scottsbluff
Keith & Mary Ann Blackledge, North Platte
Susanne & Terry Bloomfield, Holdrege
Dr. & Mrs. Theodore E. Bolamperti,

Omaha
Peter F. Bolay, Omaha
Wayne Boles, Lincoln
Jane Bonham-Carter, Omaha
The Bookworm, Omaha
Becky & Gale Breed, Lincoln
Suzanne Koehler Brinkman, Geneva
Sen. Pam Brown, Omaha
Delma Bruning, Bruning
Willis G. & Judy Bullard, Ayr
David R. Buntain, Lincoln
Ann Burkholder, Cozad
Robert & Judith Burton, Lincoln
Joe & Janet Butler, Valentine
Cecil & Loree Bykerk, Omaha
Judy Cantrell, Greenbelt, Md., in memory

of Donna Martin
Ulysses & Georgene Carlini, North Platte
Joan S. Carnaby, Omaha
William & Audrey Cassel, Lincoln
Larry & Beverly Cast, Grand Island
Scott Clark, Lincoln
Dale & Joan Clark, Grand Island
Virginia Coffee, Harrison
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Coffey, Omaha
Dr. Richard Collings, Wayne
Kevin & Shannon Cooksley, Berwyn

Patricia Crews, Lincoln
Sen. LaVon Crosby, Lincoln
Jack Crowley, Hastings
Beverly Cunningham, Lincoln
Meenakshi Dalal, Wayne
Dr. Linda H. Daniel, Culpeper, Va.
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Daub, Omaha
Margaret Hornady-David & Donald M.

David, Grand Island
Dr. & Mrs. John B. Davis, Omaha
Joan W. Davis, Grand Island
Spencer & Vivian Davis, Bellevue
George & Barbara Day, Lincoln
Marlys & Winfield Delle, Scottsbluff
Dr. Dan & Trudie DePasquale, Norfolk
Jerry & Sally Desmond, Lincoln
Julie DeWitt, Omaha
Robert & Anne Diffendal, Lincoln
Doubletree Hotel, Omaha
Janice Driesbach, Lincoln
Walter J. & Dorothy Duda, Omaha
David & Ann Duey, Scottsbluff
Dr. John Dungan, Hastings
David & Elaine Dyke, Lincoln
Dika Eckersley, Lincoln
Maurine Eckloff, Kearney
Drs. Erick & Harriet Egertson, Temecula,

Calif.
Jack & Judy Ekeler, Fremont
Sandra Ekwall, Omaha
Ken & Debbie Elson, Omaha
Dr. Ali Eminov, Wayne
William & Carol Enderle, Scottsbluff
Kathleen Eppens, Lincoln
Estelle Faier, Omaha
Dave & Carolyn Fairbanks, Lexington
Jim & Marsha Fairbanks, Shelton
RoseMary Fecht, Lemoyne
Richard & Beverly Fellman, Omaha
Paul & Ruth Few, Lincoln
Jerry & Molly Fisher, Lincoln
Mr. C.H. Fliesbach, Scottsbluff
David Forsythe, Lincoln
Bill & Kay Fowles, Grand Island
Mitzi Fox, Albion
Barb & Chuck Francis, Lincoln
Allen T. Freye, Beatrice
Friends of the Libraries of the University of

Nebraska-Lincoln
Sherilyn Fritz, Lincoln
Virgil & Betty Jane Froehlich, Norfolk
Troy Gagner, Lincoln
Judi M. gaiashkibos, Lincoln
John & Carol Gale, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Bud Gerhart, Newman Grove
Joan Giesecke, Lincoln
Faye J. Glass, Crete
Dr. Richard & Renee Goble, Grand Island
Polly & Joe Goecke, Omaha
John & Kay Lynn Goldner, Omaha
Barry & Susan Gourley, Lincoln
Jan & John Gradwohl, Lincoln
Tom & Katie Graf, Lincoln
Jim & Margaret Griesen, Lincoln
Dr. William T. Griffin & Sharon Marvin

Griffin, Omaha
Victor & Kimberly Grizzle, Omaha
John S. Groh, North Bend
Michael & Janice Guilliatt, Fremont
Kurt Haecker, Grand Island
LeRoy & Clovice Hahn, Hastings
Ken & Maureen Hake, Lincoln
Robert Haller & Marcella Shortt, Lincoln
Liz & David Halsted, Hastings
Charles & Erika Hamilton, Lincoln
Rachael Hamilton, Lincoln
Richard & Elaine Hammer, Lincoln
Harding/Newman Family, Omaha

Roger & Jackie Harned, Omaha
Sandy Harrach, Scottsbluff
David & Jean Harris, Grand Island
Eugenia Orlich Hartig, Omaha
Sen. & Mrs. D. Paul Hartnett, Bellevue
Frank & Shirley Hartranft, Bellevue
Heartland Chapter VSA, Omaha
Les & Joan Hellbusch, Omaha
Dick & Jacqui Herman, Lincoln
Margaret & Charles Hermes, Hastings
Jim & Marge Hewitt, Lincoln
Liz & Frank Hilsabeck, Lincoln
Don & Jan Hinds, Fremont
Audrey B. Hoch, Grand Island
Paul & Barbara Hodgson, Lincoln
Dr. Dan & Alice Holtz, Nebraska City
Home Federal Savings & Loan Association

of Nebraska, Lexington
Andrew & Ellan Hove, Lincoln
Howard County Ag. Society, St. Paul
Judy Hull, Ashland
Elizabeth Hunt, Albion
Tom Ineck, Lincoln
Mike & Julie Jacobson Family, North Platte
Mark & Alice Jaksich, Omaha
Karen & John Janovy Jr., Lincoln
Stanley & Margaret Jensen, York
Janet Kepner Jensen, Lincoln
John G. Neihardt Foundation, Bancroft
Sen. Joel & Jill Johnson, Kearney
Jim & Elaine Johnson, Omaha
Kaslow Charitable Trust, Omaha
Dianne & Walker Kennedy, Lincoln
Fred & Vivian Kiechel, Lincoln
Pat & Don Kingsley, Hastings
Dan & Marquetta Kinnamon, Omaha
Dick & Jane Kittrige, Grand Island
C.H. Knauss, Cozad
Robert & Eva Knight, Cheyenne, Wyo.
Maxine Kolste, Ogallala
Kathleen Rutledge, Garland
Paul & Bernadette Korslund, Beatrice
Marshall & Barbara Kushner, Omaha
Jean Laing, Norfolk
Jim & Amy Lamphere, Lincoln
Carrie Lamphere, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Landen, Omaha
Arthur & Eunice Langvardt, Hastings
Laurel Prestridge & John Langwith, Omaha
Wayne & Janet Larson, Fremont
Mrs. Embree A. Learned, Grand Island
Dr. James Lindau, Wayne
Patricia Lindner, Seward
Darrel & Roberta Lloyd, Hastings
Gina Long, Grand Island
Cherie Loudon, Lexington
Gerald & Bonnie Luckey, David City
Bill & Pat Lundak, Lincoln
Mrs. Larry H. Lusk, Lincoln
Phillip E. & Ruth Ann Lyness, Lincoln
Marilyn B. Marsh, Omaha
Alice Marvel, Hastings
Patricia Marvin, Lincoln
Melissa Marvin, Omaha
Martin & Ruth Massengale, Lincoln
Gerald & Lee-Ellen Matzke, Sidney
Jean & Jack McBride, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. James McClymont, North

Platte
Mardy McCullough, Lincoln
John & Nadine McHenry, Lincoln
J. Paul & Eleanor McIntosh, Norfolk
Dan & Barbara McIntyre, St. Paul
J. Sterling Morton Questers, Nebraska City
Beth McQueen, Lincoln
James & Carol McShane, Lincoln
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Dr. Glory Meakin, Lincoln
Xing Meng & Kuiyi Xing, Lincoln
Joseph & Linda Miller, Lexington
George P. Miller, Plattsmouth
Janet D. Miller, North Platte
Cynthia Milligan, Lincoln
Thomas J. Milliken, Fremont
Randy & Jane Moody, Washington, D.C.
Rose Ann Moran, Alliance
Gary & Faye Moulton, Lincoln
Donna & Chuck Moyer, Wood River
David & Ann Myers, Lincoln
W. Don & Andrea Nelson, Lincoln
J. Scott & Teri Nelson, Lincoln
Helen M. Nichols, Brock
Jess Nielsen, North Platte
Michael Nolan, Norfolk
Robert & LeAnne Nordquist, Lincoln
Northeast Nebraska RC & D, Plainview
Glenn & Pat Ohlmann, Seward
Old West Days Inc., Valentine
Paul Olson & Frances Reinehr, Lincoln
Maureen Ose & Rob McMaster, Lincoln
Dorothy Otis, Omaha
John & Virginia Owens, Lincoln
Nancy Packard, Juniata
Wil & Shari Packard, Scottsbluff
Judy & Carlton Paine, Lincoln
Mary Jo Pankoke, Lincoln
Charles & Nancy Peek, Kearney
Joan & Ed Perry, Lincoln
Fayne & Clint Petersen, Marquette
Lisa & Cary Peterson, Lincoln
Tom & Patti Peterson, Omaha
Jerry L. & Mary Ann Petr, Lincoln
Curtis & Gladys Phillips, Beaver Crossing
Paul & Marilyn Phillips, Scottsbluff
Bernard J. & Nancy S. Picchi, New York,

N.Y.
Floyd & Ione Pierce, Lexington
Pioneer Community Investment, Des

Moines, Iowa
Dan & Cheryl Placzek, Grand Island
Jack & Bev Pollock, Ogallala
Mr. Nelson Thomas Potter & Ms. Kathleen

Johnson, Lincoln
Beulah Potter, Hastings
Rita Price, Omaha
Kenneth Price, Lincoln
QA3, LLC, Omaha
Orv & Mary Qualsett, Grand Island
Marguerite Radcliffe, Chadron
Anne Radford, Scottsbluff
Donna O. Rahel, Honey Creek, Iowa
Dean & Jessie Rasmussen, Omaha
Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha
Audrey S. Reding, Bellevue
Thomas & Susan Reiber, Gibbon
Brian & Dawn Rockey, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Rosenberg, Potomac,

Md.
William & Dolores Roundey, Seward
Larry & Marilyn Routt, Bellevue
Joseph M. & Judith H. Ruffo, Lincoln
Eleanor M. Sack, Crete
John & Ruth Sage, Omaha
Dr. Paul & Deborah Salansky, Nebraska

City
Kevin & Karla Sandberg, Gering
Leon & Mary Ann Satterfield, Lincoln
Jack & Nancy Schwertley, Norfolk
Eric & Kim Seacrest, North Platte
Charles Sederstrom Jr., Omaha
Jerry & Mary Seiler, Hastings
Dan Semrad, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Harry P. Seward, Lincoln
Elizabeth Jane Shanahan, Davey
Frank & Shirley Sibert, Valentine

Mr. & Mrs. Frank C. Sidles, Lincoln
Steven C. Smith, Scottsbluff
Chris & Vicki Sommerich, Lincoln
Roy & Mary Spalding, Raymond
Pauline E. Spence, Beatrice
Richard & Susan Spencer, Lincoln
Rhonda Stansberry, Omaha
John Sunderman, Omaha
Norris & Joan Swan, Hastings
Jack & Myrna Swanson, Seward
Philip & Sandra Swantek, Genoa
Mel & Eilene TeKolste, Beatrice
Jan & Steve Thelen, Lincoln
Kathryn Thomas, Omaha
Martha E. Thomas, Wymore
Alan Tomkins & Vicky Weisz, Lincoln
Gilbert Vaughan, Wayne
Nancy Vaughan, Bellevue
Charles & Jan Wahl, Lincoln
Rick Wallace, Lincoln
Katherine Walter, Lincoln
Diana H. Warner, Lincoln
Martha Ellen Webb, Ph.D., Omaha
Marcia & Don Welch, Kearney
Dennis & Kathi Wells, Beatrice
Roger Welsch, Dannebrog
Bus & Jeannie Whitehead, Lincoln
David & Lorma Wiebe, Kearney
Robert & Deborah Wigton, Omaha
Eric Williams, Geneva
Dr. Charles S. & Linda Wilson, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Wimmer, West Point
Nebraska Arts Council
Philip & Nancy Wolf, Omaha
George Wolf & John Taylor, Lincoln
Joachim & Laura Wunderlich, Hastings
Randy & Mary Yager, Hickman
Dan Yost, Hastings
Mark Young & Susan Koenig, Grand Island
Scott & Reba Zana, Grand Island
John & Lyn Wallin Ziegenbein, Omaha

Gifts of $45-$99
Anonymous (10)
Irene Abernethy, Grand Island
Len & Daun Adams, Waterloo
Jerry & Linda Adams, Broken Bow
Linda Aden, Lincoln
John & Virginia Aita, Omaha
Irene L. Aitken,  Falls City
Richard Allen & Mary Rabenberg, Lincoln
Kristi Andersen, Cazenovia, N.Y.
Lafe Anderson, Hastings
Charles & Jody Anderson, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Annable, Ogallala
Jim & Nancy Armitage, Omaha
Phyllis Aron, Omaha
Carol Ator, Crete
Maribeth Augustyn, McCook
James M. & Ann Bahm, Norfolk
Frank L. & Betty Balderson, Scottsbluff
Mollie M. Baldwin, Lincoln
Lise & Bill Barr, Omaha
Keith & Mary Bartels, Lincoln
David & Jo Baxter, Lincoln
Robbie Bean, Denver, Colo.
Beulah Bedke, Lincoln
Frances A. Beechner, Lincoln
Dick & Barbara Beechner, Kearney
Allen & Linda Beermann, Lincoln
Barbara Behling, Syracuse
Rick & Kathy Bell, Omaha
Dr. & Mrs. Don Bell, Norfolk
Millard & Shirley Bennett, Lincoln
June R. Bentley, Albion
Diane Berlett, Plattsmouth
Kathleen Best, Omaha
Charles Henry Bethea, Lincoln

Susan J. Billups, Nebraska City
Rich & Patty Birch, North Platte
Bob & Jeanne Bishop, Lincoln
Honey Lou & Darrell Bonar, Hastings
Book Review Club, Columbus
Bill & Martha Boyd, Hastings
Doug Boyd, Lincoln
Mary E. Boyden, Omaha
Mark & Renee Boyer, Ashland
Susan Boyer, North Platte
Jerry & Sherrie Brandenburg, Fairbury
David & Lisa Brandt, Hastings
John & Beatty Brasch, Lincoln
Dennis & Jane Brewster, Butte
Don R. Brittin, Grand Island
Ann Marie Birky & Richard Britton,

Lincoln
Robert & Kate Brooke, Lincoln
Margaret S. Brown, Lincoln
William H. Browne Jr., Lincoln
Brownville Historical Society
Jerrine M. Brugh, York
J.V. and Lin Brummels, Winside
Sandi & Bill Bruns, Omaha
Margaret Brust, Nebraska City
Stephan Buhler, Lincoln
Alice M. Bukacek, Omaha
Dr. Delia M. Burchfield, Bayard
Sylvia Burke, Imperial
Marilyn A. Calver, Ainsworth
Chris & Miguel Carranza, Lincoln, in

memory of Arlyn & Marilyn Thiesfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Clopeck, Lincoln
Barbara J. Coffey, Ph.D, Omaha
Mary & Barry Colacurci, Lincoln
Dave & Karen Colan, Grand Island
Columbus Area Arts Council
Mary Commers, Lincoln
Carol Conner, Lincoln
Douglas Cook, Blair
Trudi Crosby, Omaha
Connie Crow, Bellevue
Mrs. Doris E. Cunningham, Lincoln
Custer County Historical Society, Broken

Bow
Bruce A. Cutshall, Lincoln
Elsie Cyriacks, Gothenburg
Wilbur & Betty Dasenbrock, Lincoln
Dawes County Historical Society, Chadron
Bob & Nancy Dawson, Lincoln
Edna Dennis, Papillion
Ron & Lori DePue, Grand Island
John & Dixie DeTuerk, Ogallala
Donna M. Dill, Hastings
Bruce Donelson, Omaha
Faye Doolittle, Lincoln
Tish Druliner, Lincoln
Georgia & Van C. Duling, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Dupuis, Brandon, Fla.
Betty M. Dyer, Lincoln
Matthew & Karla Egger, Martell
Paul & Deborah Eisloeffel, Lincoln
Elkhorn Valley Historical Society, Norfolk
Richard D. Endacott, Omaha
Kent & Dorothy Endacott, Lincoln
Mark & Barbara Engler, Beatrice
M.L. Ettel, Wayne
Michael & Rebecca Evers, Kearney
Robert & Donna Ewoldt, Lincoln
Anne Fairbanks, Hastings
Jeannine Falter, Lincoln
Ken Farnik, Niobrara
Sharon F. Fehringer, Sidney
David & Ellen Feingold, Lincoln
Bob & Lark Ferguson, Lincoln
LaMoyne & Jan Fern, Kearney
Mr. & Mrs. Orville Feyerherm, West Point
Joan Fink, Tecumseh

Nancy Finken & Tom Ernst, Lincoln
First Presbyterian Church, Tekamah
J.B. Fischer, Valentine
James & Marianne Fitzgibbon, Red Cloud
Dennis Fitzke, Omaha
Richard G. Folda, Schuyler
Joan Foote, Lincoln
Diane D. Friebe, Lincoln
Friends of the Hartington Public Library
Friends of the Hastings Public Library
Friends of the Lexington Public Library
LeAnn Frobom, Lincoln
Paul Gabel & Sarah Roelofs, Omaha
Wayne & Kathy Gappa, Kearney
Gretchen Garcia, Lincoln
Joseph & Barbara Gard, Lincoln
Joyce & Hugh Genoways, Lincoln
Leland George, Lincoln
Marie George, Dixon
Gary & Pat Gergen, Lincoln
Irene Gerweck, Falls City
GFWC Seward Womans Club
William & Sarah Ginn, Omaha
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Girardin, Broken Bow
Mike & Chris Gloor, Grand Island
Mark & Jane Gloor, Marquette
Dr. & Mrs. John Goering, Grand Island
Ann & Donald Goldstein, Omaha
Donald E. Goodrich, Hastings
Mark & Linda Graff, McCook
Robert & Margaret Graff, Beatrice
Kevin M. Graham & Deidre Routt,

Omaha
William & Betty Grant, Columbus
Alyce Green, Plattsmouth
Karen Griffin, Lincoln
Robert L. Grissom, Omaha
Priscilla Henkelman & Sandy Grossbart,

Lincoln
David & Aileen Gruendel, Grand Island
Bob & Mary Kay Gustafson, Valentine
John & Diane Guthery, Lincoln
Dr. & Mrs. S.D. Gutshall, O’Neill
Ramon D. Hansen, Carthage, N.Y.
James & Suzanne Harder, Lincoln
Olivia Haringa, Plattsmouth
Mr. & Mrs. John Harris, Opelika, Ala.
Kathleen & Jim Harris, Genoa
Chuck Harris, York
Wibur & Sarah Hass, Lincoln
Bob & Ava Hastert, Omaha
Dr. Richard S. Hay, Lincoln
Fern V. Heim, Lincoln
Bruce & Carol Hendrickson, Holdrege
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Hendriksen, Fremont
Phyllis & Leon Higley, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Harold E. Hoff, Omaha
Mrs. Dorothy Holloway, Sidney
Edward L. Homze, Lincoln
John Hoppe Jr., Lincoln
Jason & Ellen Hornady, Grand Island
Jack M. & R. Kay Horner, Kearney
Dr. & Mrs. Loren Jacobsen, Broken Bow
James Jarzabek & Teresa Meyer, Bellevue
Wendell & Thelma Jensen, Minden
Ada Jeppesen, Blair
Jesuit Community at Creighton University,

Omaha
Mrs. E.T. Jipp Jr., Blair
Don & Bobbie Johnsen, Beatrice
Lewis W. & Joan M. Johnson, Valentine
Doris Johnson, Albion
Lee & Jean Johnson, Omaha
Timothy & Sally Juilfs, Nebraska City
Janet Kabourek, Omaha
Kathryn Kelley, Lincoln
Jim & Jan Kenner, Hebron
Harry & Betty Kenyon, Mitchell



Co-Sponsors
Creighton University
University of Nebraska

Benefactors
Kim & Tom Dinsdale
Richard D. Holland Foundation
MidAmerican Energy Foundation
Pinnacle Bank
Mike & Lin Simmonds
Valmont Industries

Sponsors
Bellevue University
The Board of Directors of the

Nebraska Cultural Endowment
Burlington Capital Group
College of Arts & Sciences at UNO
College of Saint Mary
Cox Communications
Dillon Foundation
Doane College
First National Bank
First Data Resources
Carol Gendler
Hastings College
John & Wende Kotouc
E. Robert & Angenette D. Meaney
Metropolitan Community College
Bob & Mary Nefsky
Sam & Natalie Olson
Rick & Carol Russell
Security National Bank
Smith Hayes Financial Services

Contributors to the 12th Annual
Governor’s Lecture in the Humanities

Kenneth E. & Ann Stinson
Union Bank & Trust Company
Union Pacific
Woods & Aitken L.L.P.

Patrons
A to Z Printing
Ameritas Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Harold W. Andersen
Bailey Lauerman
Mogens & Cindy Bay
Robert & Joanne Berkshire
Richard A. Hunt
Omaha Public Power District
PDM
The David Scott Foundation
Clay & Beth Smith
Gene & Ann Lindley Spence
Talent+
Wells Fargo
Ross & Judy Wilcox
Irene Zimmerman

Individual Patrons
Fred Backer
Rose Blumkin Foundation, Inc.
Robert & Diana Doyle
John & Lynne Boyer
Ed & Betty Cook
Gerald B. & Kit Dimon
Mr. & Mrs. N.P. Dodge, Jr.
Robert & Diana Doyle, M.D.
Karen & Robert Duncan
Loyd & Marie Fischer
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Leonard & Shirley Goldstein
John S. Groh
Terry & Judy Haney
Jane Renner Hood
Ruth & James H. Keene III
Brad & Amy Knuth
Jim & Meg Lauerman
James & Myrna Newland
Don & June Pederson
Gary & Allison Petersen
Kay Peters
Lenore Polack
Dr. Oliver & Karen Pollak
Chuck Powell & Betty Foster
Ann K. Rawley
B.J. Reed
Wally & Martha Richardson
David & Trixie Schmidt
Charles Sederstrom Jr.
Chuck Shoemaker & Lynne

Friedewald
Fred & Eve Simon
Maria Sinley
Charles & Anne Trimble
Clarence & Judy Ueda
Irv & Gail Veitzer
Dennis & Kathi Wells
Brian Zahm

Special Thanks To
Louise Bereuter
The Bookworm
Doubletree Hotel
Joslyn Art Museum
Nebraska Cultural Endowment

(William R. Patrick Foundation
Fund)

Roger & Helga Kirst, Lincoln
Lou & Carmen Kleager, Scottsbluff
Marion Kline, Lexington
L.E. Knoflicek, Alliance
Burton & Patricia Knudsen, Wahoo
Ann & Robin Koozer, Hastings
Ron & Betty Kort, Hastings
Edith Kortus, Omaha
Michael & Janet Kroeger, Omaha
John & Sydney Kruse, Walthill
Lloyd & Stacia Larson, Grand Island
Pippa & Craig Lawson, Lincoln
Frank & Eileen Lesiak, Grand Island
Virgil & Nora Lindner, Archer
Margaret Lutton, Ashland
Joseph & Ellen Macek, Knoxville, Tenn.
Rosemary Machacek, Lincoln
Rebecca Maddox-Spady, Hastings
Jim & Lynda Madison, Omaha
Art & Jo Anne Majors, Colorado Springs,

Colo.
Making History Inc., Omaha
Marjorie & George Manglitz, Lincoln
Norman & Betty Mapes, Fullerton
Jenny Margrave, Falls City
Floyd & Phyllis Marian, Hastings
Peter & Linda Maslowski, Lincoln
Matt & Sarah Mason, Omaha
Bernice & Ken Mason, York
Norm & Deb McCaslin, Broken Bow
Marion & Ann McGee, Lexington
Thomas & Evelyn McKnight, Fremont
Bob & Gail Mead, Columbus
Rebecca Means, Omaha
Fern Medlin, Albion
Bob & Jane Meehan, Omaha

Fred & Pat Meisinger, Plattsmouth
Dave & Judy Meyer, Seward
David H. Mickey, Lincoln
Linda K. Miles, Omaha
George P. Miller, Omaha
Rosalind Morris, Lincoln
Keith J. Mueller, Omaha
Janie Mullanix, Champion
Lynn Murman, Lincoln
Aneta Murray, Franklin
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Nabity, Grand Island
Walter & Marjorie Nabity, Omaha
Robert & Phyllis Narveson, Lincoln
Nebraska Jewish Historical Society, Omaha
Howard & Laura-Lee Needelman, Omaha
M.E. Nettleton, York
Catherine W. Newman, Aurora
Lanny Nissen, Lincoln
Dale & Wauneta Nitzel, Hastings
Doug & Nancy Noller, Omaha
Harriet Nutty, Omaha
Tim & Molly O’Holleran, North Platte
Michelle Oldham, Grand Island
Howard & Margaret Ottoson, Lincoln
Anne & Bud Pagel, Lincoln
David & Lori Pankonin, Louisville
Loyal & Mary Alice Park, Lincoln
Corrinne & Bill Pedersen, Lincoln
Sheppard & Marlene Perkins, Lincoln
Carolyn Peters, West Point
George W. & Harriet Peterson, Lincoln
Robert Pettit, Lincoln
Pamela J. Pierce, Omaha
Pinnacle Bank, Gretna
Pat & Doran G. Post, Lexington
Tim Potter, Omaha

Leta Powell Drake, Lincoln
Vicki Pratt, Omaha
Jim & Dee Price, Grand Island
Margaret Quambusch, Lincoln
John & Deb Quirk, Hastings
Russell & Charlene Rasmussen, Wayne
Harley & Donna Rector, Norfolk
Walther & Marilyn Rhoades, Brewster
Paul & Susan Rice, Nehawka
Charles & Laureen Riedesel, Beatrice
Dorothy Rieke & Kenneth Rieke, Julian
Sen. Jennie Robak, Columbus
Sheila Roenfeldt, Grand Island
Ronald & Lois Roskens, Omaha
Terry & Betty Rowe, Smithfield
Molly Rundle, Brady
Lester & Esther Russell, Peru
Ronald & Susan Samson, Lincoln
Gilbert & Averil Savery, Lincoln
Skip & Judy Sawyer, Fremont
Wilma Sawyer, Beatrice
Sen. DiAnna & Mr. Herb Schimek,

Lincoln
John S. Schleicher, Omaha
Martin & Marcie Schmidt, Minden
Suzanne Schreiber, Lincoln
Ruth Ann Schultz, Brock
Joyce & Jack Schultz, Grand Island
Dale & Kathryn Schultz, Hastings
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Schultz, Lexington
Mike Seacrest, Lincoln
Wally Seiler, Alliance
Becky & Sharad Seth, Lincoln
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Shackelford, Clay Center
Dorothy Shaw, Pleasant Dale
Joanne Shephard, Valentine

Preston Shires, Peru
Bob & Carmen Shively, Lincoln
Linda Shriner, Lincoln
Shirley Siebler, Omaha
Suzanne Singer, Omaha
Michael Skau, Omaha
Norman L. & Donna Smith, Albion
Harmon & Eileen Smith, Chadron
Keith & Ruth Snyder, Lincoln
Laura & Jack Sorensen, Grand Island
Ms. Mary G. Spurgeon, Bellevue
Merle Stalder, Salem
Kathleen K. Starostka, Silver Creek
Sonya Stejskal, Omaha
Charles & Pat Stephen, Lincoln
Sara Stephenson, Lincoln
Zelda Stevens, Beatrice
Georgia Stevens, Lincoln
Bill & Donna Stewart, Lexington
Tom & Susan Surber, Norfolk
Martha Svoboda, Wayne
Don & Phyllis Swigart, North Platte
Duane R. Tappe, McCook
Charles C. & Suzanne S. Taylor, Lincoln
Nancy Pickering Thomas, Mound City,

Mo.
Pamela S. Thompson & Peter Heckman,

Lincoln
Ms. Doris Thompson, Minden
Roger & Rosemary Titus, Norfolk
Phyllis Toebben, Omaha
Janice Tompkins, Omaha
Gary Harris & Vicki Troxel-Harris, Cozad
Dorothy Tuma, Omaha
Richard & Lucille Turner, Lincoln
Curt M. Twedt, Lincoln
Richard & Wanda Utecht, Omaha
Kristina A. Valaitis, Chicago, Ill.
Valentine Chamber of Commerce
Ann Van Hoff, Omaha
Lori Vidlak, Bennet
Jean & Jack Vincent, York
Ron Vogel, Lincoln
Ronald R. Volkmer, Omaha
David  Wagaman, Lincoln
Doris S. Wallace, Omaha
Mike & Bonna Wanek, Grand Island
Janyce Warneke, Plainview
Paul & Karen Waters, Plattsmouth
Dr James Weesner, Lincoln
Steve & Cheryl Welch, Chadron
Dorothy Wenquist, Broken Bow
Phil & Colleen Werner, Hastings
Joan Westphal, Lincoln
Rae E. Whitney, Scottsbluff
Annette Wiechert, Lincoln
Sen. John & Janet Wightman, Lexington
John Will, Omaha
Bonnie & Jim Williams, Lincoln
Anita Hart & Barton Willis, Kearney
Katy Wilson, Scottsbluff
Irene Wirt, Hastings
Pat & Bob Wissel, Grand Island
Tom & Deanna Wolf, North Bend
Stephan & Margery Woodman, Grand

Island
Wm. T. Workman, Lincoln
Dan Worth & Laurie Richards, Lincoln
Robert & Edith Zahniser, Wayne
Gail Zeller, Kearney
Zak & Amy Zutavern, Dunning
Meredith Zutavern, Dunning

!



Non-Profit Org.
US POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 645

Lincoln, NE
68508

215 Centennial Mall South
Suite 330
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 474-2131
(402) 474-4852 (fax)
nhc@nebraskahumanities.org
www.nebraskahumanities.org


